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Government May Lift PPKM 
at End of Year: President

“YESTERDAY, our daily (CO-
VID-19) cases were at 1,200, and 
probably, at the end of  the year, we 
will declare the lifting of  PSBB (large-
scale social restrictions), the PPKM 
are lifted,” the president stated at the 
Indonesia Economic Outlook 2023 on 
Wednesday (21/12).

Jokowi noted that based on the lat-
est data, the downward trend in daily 

COVID-19 cases continued to occur. 
He cited as an example that, as of  
Tuesday, Indonesia’s daily COVID-19 
case count stood at 1,200.

The fi gure showed a drastic de-
cline as compared to the peak of  the 
Omicron spread, which reached 64 
thousand cases in a single day.

According to the president, the 
diffi cult situation of  the COVID-19 

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) stated that the Indonesian 
government would possibly declare the lifting of public activ-

ity restrictions (PPKM) at the end of 2022.

lockdown. At that time, Indonesia’s 
daily COVID-19 case count reached 
56 thousand.

“I remember almost 80 percent of  
the ministers advised me to (implement 
a) lockdown. The community also con-
veyed the same thing. If  we had done 
that at that time, maybe the story would 
be different now,” he noted.

The fi rst case of  COVID-19 in In-
donesia was confi rmed in March 2020. 
According to data from the COVID-19 
Handling Task Force, as of  Decem-
ber 20, 2022, the nation has recorded 
6,711,703 COVID-19 cases, 6,525,525 
recoveries, and 160,451 deaths.(*)

pandemic was able to be handled well 
and be brought under control. This is 
because the government maintained a 
calm stance and made careful calcula-
tions to handle the diffi cult situation.

“We remember that at that time, 
there were not enough personal 
protective equipment. There was no 
oxygen. Patients piled up in hospitals. 
Luckily, we were still calm, not ner-
vous, so we could manage this very 
diffi cult situation,” he remarked.

The president recalled that when 
the Delta variant hit Indonesia, almost 
80 percent of  the ministers in his 
cabinet advised him to implement a 

INDONESIA WILL STOP EXPORTING BAUXITE
President Joko Widodo delivers a press statement at the Merdeka Palace, Jakarta, Wednesday (21/12).  The President announced that Indonesia will 
stop exporting bauxite ore starting June 2023 to encourage the domestic processing industry. 
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